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Tsingtao had threatened to develop into a first-rank
national crisis; but this had been successfully avoided
on terms that saved the face of the < lovernment at the
expense of the Chinese workers. The Suiyuun cam-
paign was in full swing: one heard of fresh divisions
being sent to the front, of "birthday" aeroplanes that
would soon ily north to meet the attack of Japanese
bombers. The newspapers were full of pictures of
General Fu Tso-yi, commander of the "gallant
Suiyuan defenders." The gallantry of the defenders
was all the more worthy of admiration as neither the
reinforcements nor the aeroplanes ever reached the
front*
So it is perfectly understandable that most people
felt the loss or even the predicament of Chiang Kai-
shek in Shcnsi to be a shattering blow to China-
Just when the unification of the country was in sight,
when the "sacred war of national defence" was being
waged with real determination from Nanking, the
effective head of the state had been cut off by bandits
in the North-west.
"Treachery11 was the mildest word that could be
used to describe such an action at such a time.
Nothing too bad could be said of Chang Hsueh-
Hang and his associates. The Generalissimo became
a figure of high tragedy, if not already n martyr.
What was especially praised was his courage in
having ventured so boldly into this ssone of dis-
affection in the North-went. No one was very clear
as to why he had gone there; but everyone agreed
that it showed bravery to the point of rashness.
Now rashness was the last tiling of which Chiang
Kai-shek had ever been accused, even by his most
devoted admirers. Ilia whole advance to power>